SAM Signpost Rally - 18th September 2011
Signpost Rallies are simple. Twelve checkpoints are identified by photographs (usually of signposts), and you’ve got to work out where they are on the map then plan a route to visit them. At each checkpoint there will be two or three clues to solve, and most of these are very easy. Having completed the ride you will do a multiple choice quiz on things motorcyclists should know (including road safety, bikes, classic films and rock music etc). You can then enjoy some tea and cake while the scores are added up to decide the winners. We will probably have a system of bonus points for those on smaller and older machines.
The total mileage required to visit all 12 checkpoints is around 60, though this does depend on the route you take, and the most direct route will send you along some of the Cotswolds’ smallest and quietest byways. There will be a short route option of around 30 miles for novices and riders of particularly low powered machines. The gentle pace of the event makes it suitable for less experienced riders and smaller bikes. 

You have up to 5 hours to complete the course, so there’s plenty of time to stop en-route for lunch or a glass of shandy.
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You’ll need a decent map, best option is OS 163, and a 2B pencil. I like to use bits of post-it note to mark the checkpoints on the map, as they peel off easily when you’ve finished so you can use the map again. Some way of keeping the map dry in case of a shower might be useful (but unnecessary as it will be a sunny day). 

I doubt there’s any advantage in using sat-nav as this is an ‘old-school’ event.

The event starts and finishes at Denfurlong Farm in Chedworth. Route cards showing all the checkpoints will be handed out at 10 am and riders allowed to leave when they have plotted their routes. Try to be back by 3.30 for the quiz and prize-giving (yes there will be prizes!).

Denfurlong farm is justifiably famous for its tearoom – which also offers some cover for route plotting if the weather is damp (it won’t be). 
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Route plotting is easy – just work out the location of the photographs





(The signpost photos here have been blurred deliberately)





This checkpoint is on a junction between Bibury and Chedworth, ¾ mile from Foss Cross – simples – just plot it on your map.  








 “Are you sure it’s the right map?”





Route plotting in the tearoom at Denfurlong Farm





Eric Bush at the start of a recent VMCC Signpost Rally. (This has got to be a candidate for a caption competition)





Keep taking the tablets Eric – nice bike though.








